[Effect of aminazine on elaboration and extinction of an instrumental alimentary reflex in puppies].
The role of the adrenoreactive structures of the stem reticular formation in the elaboration and extinction of a food-procuring reflex of lever pressing was studied in 40 to 50 days old puppies. A 0.05 mg/kg dose of chlorpromazine proved more effective than a 0.5 mg/kg dose, in reducing both the rate of formation and of extiction of the reflex. The change in the course of elaboration was connected with the appearance of the phenomenon of reinforcement anticipation, which is not inherent in normal puppies of an early age. It is assumed that a 0.05 mg/kg dose diminishes the adrenergic ascending influences which prevail in normal puppies of the given age, while a 0.5 mg/kg dose exerts not only an adreno- but a cholinolytic action as well, without changing the balance between the systems or influencing the behaviour of the puppies.